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I T is a generall opinion that the Trade oF EngUuA 
was never greater, and it may be true, thatir it be 
fo,yet it will not abfoiutely conclude that the King- 
dome doth increafe in riches, for the Trade may be 
very aboundant, and yet by coniumption and impor- 
tance of more then is expedted,the ftock may wafte. errt— 

The Balance would be a true folution of th? Quefti- 
on,if it could be rightly had : but by reafon it mull be 
made up by a Medium of the Books of Rates, it will be 
very uncertaine. 

Therefore we muft feeke another rul« that is more 
fenfible, upon which we may all judge, and that may 
be by the plenty orfearcityof money; for it is a true 
rule, if money increafe, the Kingdome doth game by 
Trade ; if it be fcarce, ltlofeth. 

Let us therefore con{ider;firft, whether our Gold and h. 
Silver be not decrealed, and then by what mCanes it is 
•drained ; and laftly, how it may be prevented, and what 
•remedies are appliable to effedk it. 

It is out of doubt our Gold is gone to travaile with* 
out Licence,that is vifible beyond Scas,and every recti* 
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veroffums of money mud finde it privately ; and I feare 
the /aims- ofSilver, for ob/ecving the fpecies of Lite Coy- „ cnov 
ning many halfe Crownes were damped, which are no 
more to be Gene, and by this me a fare I conclude the 
Kingdome growes poore. 

The caufes of this decay of Money may be many, it 
may be dolne out for profit, going much higher beyond 
Seas,efpecially in Trance and Holland. 

Muchhathbeene drawne away by the Stanger upon 
feares of our Troubles, of which I have experience 
by exchanges; and Exchanges are the great mydery, 
efpecially fuch as are ufed as a Trade, and governed by 
Bankers who make many returnes in a yeere, and gainc 
by every one, more then the intered of a yeere, and 
the greated danger to* a State is, when money is 
male Aferchaxdi-ze , which (ho a Id be but the meajure 
thereof. , 

And hers I will propofe. a Probleme, whether it 
were profitable to a -Kingdome or not, that the Stran- 
ger fox many yeeres had a great dock here at intered, 
and dill hath lome ; I confefle it hath /applied the ne- 
ce/Tities of Merchants, . and helped to. drive. Trade. But 
my Qj*&‘ is this, fuppo/e the fird prineipall were trnely 
brought in by the Stanger, yet doubling every ten ne 
yeeres, what becomes of the increafe; luve they not 
lived by-our Trade and the Merchant adventurers, and 
lbaked the Kingdome of .as many times prineipall, as s U cA t 
they have praftifcd this V/iiry many times ten yeeres, 
and in the end^drawne or carried all away? This is a 
point to a State very con/iderable. . 

' Much Soyne hath been dravvn away without doubt 
by the French, who have brought in Wares of -little 
julke,. perhaps without cudome, but of dearie price, 
and having turned it into Gold, have returned without 
anyeftingany part thereof: and /uch petty. Merchants 
cannot bs.teadied by the Statute of imployanents. 

Another 
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Another caufe of fcarcity of Coyne, nuybe the o- 
ver-ftritt rule of the uncurrentnes of any good Coyne* 
and that it muft be fold here as Bullion; in that cafe, 
what ftranger will bring in money? Whereas, if every 
good-fpecies^current^ according to f his allay, and weight in 
proportion to our Coyne > or rather a little hip her, it wll 
draw ^namely money bj degree s into England *. as lower 
grounds doe water from higher , though they fee not the 
(fhanncls : and we fee France, Holland and Germany , ad* 
mit all . good Coynes, though forraignejor and above their 
intrinfiejne value. 

But I will end this fearch by propofing fome gene- 
rallRemedies ; for if I doe now but make Eflayes^ a id 
give occafion to more flibtill and particular difquifition, 

1 To the fir ft leake of ft eating away Coyne , 1 would 
make it felony by an /iEl : for if a man may juflly fuffr 
d:atb for robbing of a private man, I fee no njpfttce <or 
cruelty to infbSl the fame pun foment upon him that rajs A 
Kingdemc. 

2 That the neighbour Princes and States doe cry up 
Qur money and Jo entice tt from us. Tbu in my judgement 
ought to b p> nvtdedfor by OH' Tr ear its, which rents the old 
yp^y* especially of Commerce, by agreeing and . uidifhing of 
P Unarts acco-din^ to a true Par : For that "Prince that 
will ma\e a treatte of Co macros, doth it for the ufe of 
the commodity, which certainly J Would deny any P incc 
that would not confent to keepe monies ev f n % by the r true 
values, at lea ft, that would ftt a higher pt ice upon our 
money, then the King hath done and if our^Coyne >nd ci- A 
thcr keepe beyond the Seas the Engltfb value , or we+e Bul- 
lion and uncurrent the ft ranger foould have as little of our ' 
money, as we have of them* 
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How to recover the ftrangers money drawne away 
fince our troubles^is a hard endeavor^ nd can no wayes 
ba browgliuopafifc but by Peace and Trade, and the re- 
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folution of this will fall into the generall remedy which 
I lhallpropofe. 

The pedling French Trade mull be met with by dili- 
gent fearch at the landing of thefe Creamery what they 
bring in, and by fuffering none of them to palfcany 
goods by private Warrants ; but that according as they 
lhallbe valued, they give bond to inveft it in Englifh 
Commoditie, natural! or naturalized,and that with Sure- 
ty : Nay, in tbit cafe , net to allot* them exchange by btls ; 
for it will not hurt the Commor. -wealth, if by auj rigor they 
were beatfn out of their private toji/b traffiejuc. 

I ihallnot doubt to offend any but the Mint, which 
may be recompenced to his Majefty in his Cullomes, it 
money be plentifull ; for all goods will follow money. 

J/l did propole the currcntnefle of all goods, and great 
fpecies of forreigne Coines, for their true intrinfive va- 
lue, according to the pay with ours, and if I fay a little 
higher, according to occafions,keeping our ownCoyne 
pure and constant to be cryed downe as much under 
according to occafions,! thinke it will be a policy both 
reafonable and profitable, by experience tryed in other 
States. 

But leaving thefe Empirical! praftices, I come now 
to the great and infallible Rule and Remedy, which is 
in plaine Engliih,to fettle & afiiirerhe ground of Trade 
upon Staple-commodities ; then like the Lady of Whit- 
. fo.uide to her Pipe-money, will dance after that : for 
as Merchandize doth follow mony, fo doth mony Com- 
modity. 

I laid at firft, it was a generall opinion, that Trade 
never fioutifhed more then now, audit may be lo, but 
we mull; confide^this b.e not accidentall and changca-/ u/ne. hhe*- 
ble, and depending more upon the iniquity or mifery 
ofthe times, then upon our owne foundation and indu- 
ilr) - , and it that be io, then it is no lure ground for a ftate 

to 
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e* rely upon; for if the caufes change,* the effects wilt’ 
follow. 

Now it is true, that our great Trade depends upon the 
troubles of our neighbours, and wee enjoy almoftthe 
Trade of Chriftendome ; but if a peace happen benvixt 
France, Spaine, and the Vnited Provinces, all thefe will 
{hare what we now poffeffe alone, and therefore wee Juix/cl 
muft provide for that day, for nothing Hands fecure but 
upon his owne foundation. 

To make then our owne Trade fecure, we muft con- 
fider our owne Staple-commodities, whereof Wool! is 
the chiefeft, andfeeke the way/tel bothj co keepe up the 
price at home,and the eftimation of all commodity made 
of that, and to be vented abroad. 

Some other helpes we have, as Tynne, Lead, and fnch 
like , but I dare confidently artirme, l fat nothing expor- 
ted of our owne growth hath balanced our rioto.n coufumpti- 
on at home, but thofe forrainc i om-nodi its, which I call r.x- 
tur.tliz.tcL , that it tnat furplus of our Eaft- India T rade, 
which being brott ht home in greater quantity then are (pent, 
within the Ktngdome, are exported again e , ana become in 
•value and ufe as natur all commodities, a .d therefore by the 
way, l hold it abfolutely nectfjary to maintaine that Trade 
by a regulation with the Dutch, of which more resfon feall 
be given, when that particular fead be t.tf a into confedera- 
tion. 

We have yet another great helpe which is our owne, 
and wants only our induftry to gather the harveft, which 
Is our fifhing and erefting of Bufles, both for the enrich- 
ing of our Xingdome , and the breeding of Mariners, 
and this by private induftry ( though to private lojjt ) is bea- 
ten out already, and fljalf be offered to the Common wealth, 
if they pleafe to accept of it , and to give you one ancly encou- 
ragement. 1 doe avow, tha> before the Dutch were lately 
interrupted by the D Sinker kt, by their induftry , and our fifes, e 
the } made m great Remne/betwttnc fDanfteke and Naples 

**•*" as 
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as the value of all our Cloth', which ii^cne- million yearely t ^ cc6v 
and this in a due place 7 defire fhotild have 'hi* due freight 
and covfide^aitoni • 

We have one helpe more, if we knew how to ufc 
it, that i'/’) the new drained Lands in the Fens, mofi fit for 
Flax ancl Hempe, to m.tk.e all forts of Linen (or the body, for 
thehottfe. t and f Files for (hips ; that ts a Dutch and French 
1 rade : but in Holland one Acre of ground is rented at three 
pounds, which if the Hollanders may have in the Fens for 
IO.S. or I S. it rvi/l be K eafie-te draw the manufuElure into / ve-vy 
England, which will fet infinite people a worhe, and we may 
be abie to Itrve other Nations with that which we buy dearc 
from them, and then the State and Kingdome will be hap- 
py and rich, W-hen the Kings cuftomes ihall depend upon 
commodities exported, and thofe able to returne all 
things which we want, and then our money muft ftay 
within our Kingdome, and all the trade returne in mo- 
ney : to mcourage you to this,I give you one example. 

That if the feverall forts of Callicoes made of Cotton 
woolls in the Moguls and Dans Dominions, doth clothe 
from head to foot all Afia,a part of Europe, /Egypt, much 
of Africa, and the Eaflernelflands as fane as Sumatra, 
which makes that Prince without Mines the richeft 
Prince in the world : and by his Majelties Grace and 
Priviledges granted to the Dutch , I am confident . ’wee 
may make and underfell in all Linen cloth in all the Na- 
tions in Europe. • ... • • °f- 

But I have now wandred fir from my Theam, which ' 
was the decay of Trade and of^Woollen commodity. A enn- 
I muft firft therefore prefent to your coDfideration’the 
ciufes thereof in my obfervations, whereoffome are in- 
ternall,and fome external!. • 

. The internal! have proceeded from her owne falfe 
making, a ftictchning, and liich like practices, whereby cvrtc/vinj, 
i: d cd our Clothis diferedited j I fpeake by experience 
ftom Danf ck and Holland, northward to Conftantino- Pa-faitci 
pie, as I wnlinftance in due time. This 



This falfe Lucre ofour owne, and the interruption in 
the dying and dreffing projected and not overcome, 
gave the firft wound, though could it have beene com- 
pafled,nad doubled the value of our Commodity. 

This hath caufed the Dutch Stleflans zn<i Venetian t to 
attempt the making of Clo.ith, and now byy experience 
fas I am informed) the hatfe is not vented , that was tn the 
Utter Age. 

Another int email cattfe hath rifenfrom fuch porti- 

ons, as hath made our cloath too deare abroad, and con/e- 
quentlj taught others to provide for thcmfelves. 

Another inter nail caufe hath fprungfrom pre furies Up- usre-J 
on tender confciences, that many ofour Clothiers and others 
have for fallen the Kingdoms, a d carried their drtswtth 
them to the unexprefjable detriment oftheCommon wealth. 

The externall caufes have been the want of p erfc& i- jrn stveh 
on, and countenance to our Merchants, eftablifhed a- 
broad in factories by the State and by the Treaties, 
whereby the Capitulations have-not beene kept nor af- 
fured unto them„ncither in rufta, nor in the sound, nor 
H-mbu'gh, nor Holland, nor in the Eaft : and this I dare 
fay, that Laban never changed Jacobs wages fo of ten, as the 
Hollanders have forced our Merchants to change their r r fi- 
de nces, and the very courfe of this Trade, by Lawes and 
Tricks for their own advantage, of which the Merchant 
adventurers will more fully informe you. 

Another externall caufe is lamehtable^Sf/J^f, the in-/, hs 
creafe of the Pirates, and he in(e<.ursty of the Afedittrra- 
ttean Seas ; vrheteby B rifle tv and the }V eft erne Ports , th*t 
cannot have fo great flapping as London, are beaten out of 
Trade and filhing ; and if once thofe Theeves fhal finde 
the way to Banke and New-found-land, they will undo 
the Weft parts of England. 

I will trouble you with a Confideration very confide- 
rable in our Government, whether indeed London doth 
not monopolize allTrade : in my opinion it is no good 
ftate of a body to have a fat Head, thin Guts, and leane 
Members. B But 



But to bring fome thing before you of Remedy, T fay u/fiat 
thus for my firft grou id, that if our Cloth be not vented 
as m former yeer.es, let us ithbrace foxne othtr way to 
fpend and- vent out Wools. doth is su heavie and hoc 
\yearmg, andferves but one cold corner of the World : 

But if we embrace the new Draperies, and encourage 
the Wallons,and others by Priviledges,and Naturaliza- 
tions, we (hdllirhploy all the wooll we have, fet more 
people a worke then by Cloth, and a pound of wooll in 
thole ftufTes true made, will but-fell two pounds in 
cloth; andthn we mxy ftspply France, Itxlj, Sp-u 
b*ry , andfome p ins of si fin, bj fttc'o lirht arid fi jtnffes 

as will fir chafe warmer Regions, and yet have / xjjiei'ne for 
the co/d Climates to be [pent and sgiventtmed tn irthtnide 
clothybj the reparation toth of oter Nation and commodity* l~o 

But in this courfe I mull obferve, that thefe Arrangers 
fo fit to be nourifhed, and being Proreftants, miy have 
priviledgesto life their o vneriglv.s in Religion, fo as 
they be not fcandalous, as the Dutch and French- had 
granted unto them by Queene arid certainly 

the fetling of religion fecure' in England,the fear wher- 
ot made many weak mmdes to waver and abandon this 
Countrie,is,and will be a great meanes to refettle both 
the great and Idler nnn.ifidrures of wollcn compdities. 

For the externall caufes,we mult Aye to the Sanctua- 
ry of his Ma jellies gracious goodnefle and protection, 
who, I am confident, when the whole bufineffe Hull be 
prepared for him, and thac we have (hewed him our du- 
ty and love, and’fetled his cuftomesin fucha bountifiili 
way, as he may reape his parr of the fruit of Trade; I am 
confident, I lay, that he will vouchfafe you all favour fit 
to be conferred upon go >d Subjects, and not onely to 
' protect you abroad, by his forces and authority, and by 
treaties, with his neighbours, but byincreafing thepri- 
viledges of Merchants at home, and confirming- all their 
Charters, the breach whereof hath bin a great difeou- 
ragement unto them ; and without which duely obfer- 
ycdjthey cannot regulate their Trade. There 
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There are Tome particulars in the Spanifo Trade, ner- 
ha ps worthy ofanimadverfio,as undericllmg good com- 
modity to make money, or barter forTooacaojtothe rm- 
bafement of oar own Staple for Smoakeywhich in a due 

place ought to be taken into Regulation. 

Another conftcfcrafion for a ground pf Trade, ought 
to be the nature of if, with whom, and for what wee 
trade, and which Trade is mold principally to oenou- 
rithed; which out of doubt, are the Northerne Trades, 
which are the root of all other, becaule the materials 
brought from thole parts, as from Wx, Mulcove, Nor- 
way, Pruffia, and Livonia, arc fundainent.nl ana or ao- 
folute ncceflity j for from thefe Trades we get the m.v- 
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cedals of Shipping, .as Pitch, Tar, Cordage, Malts, and 
dislike, which inableustoall 



4«<Phli!<e, wnica maoieusioau the Southerne Trades 
themfelves, oflefle ufe, being onely Wine, fruit, Oran- 
_ _ f,.r Qoni-fc nr ffl-eminaev : but by 



themleives, ot leiie uie, oemg oncry v> u.^,» 

<res, and curiofities for Sauces , or effeminacy ; but by 
zu’r„ A.iom rho PalV-Tndies.and may erect a Com- 



<t^c and ennonucs iul cmuhc , / 

thefe we fayle to the Eaft-Indies,and may ereft a Com 
pany of the Weft-Indres; for the golden-fleece which 
fhalL be prepared for you,whenfoever you ase ready tor 
fo great a Confultation. 

Yhe right way to liouriflr thefe Northerne Trades, is 
by his Ma jellies favour, to prefle thetfingof Denmarke 
to Iullice, not to come as his intollerable Taxes newly Omni 
impofed upon Trade in the paflage of the Sound} in Ex- 
amples whereof the Elector ot Brandenburgh joyned 
with the King of Poland, hath liVewile more then tre- 
bled the ancient and capitulated Duties; which it that 
they Hull continue, I pronounce all the Commerce ot 
the Baltique Sea fo over-burthened, that the kaji-.and 
Company cannot /»£//?, nor without them and the Mu - 
kove Company the Navigation ; but that the Materials 
for (Kipping will be doubled, which will eat out all 
Trades. I luvc given you but Eflayes, and itrooke little 
fparkes of lire before you ; my intention u btti toprov ho 
the wit ana ability of others ; f have drarvne you a -Map, 
wherein you cannot fee things clcerly and difiin'Jlj ; one y l 
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